Sermon notes:
Unlikely saints 
Whose lives do we celebrate? Oscar winners – sports personalities – famous explorers? 
Or people we know whose lives we want to 	 honour for their help to us on our pilgrimage? Who has significantly helped us on our way? Not big names but unlikely saints! 
Example of Jacob as the unexpected vessel of God`s grace. 
Jesus came from Nazareth, an out-of-the-way down-at-heel place. 
Lydia a woman whose responded to the call to repentance and preaching of the apostles 
Inspiration and encouragement come from the least likely people and places …. 
Could anything good come out of Ford Hayes Farm Bucknall? Where? Who? 
Hugh Bourne – humble wheelwright – self taught man – born 250 years ago – conversion experience and decision to follow call to preach in the open air (just like John Wesley!). See more details of his life on the Englesea Brook website. 
Main contributions of Hugh Bourne and Primitive Methodism? 
· Importance of camp meetings and love feasts – freedom in worship 
· Importance of small groups and conversations/testimonies as witness to faith and its development
· Role of lay people in leadership, including women, in church and society (eg. trade unions) 
· Social concern (eg. anti-slavery and temperance) and personal morality 
Think of a personal example of someone who has inspired you … 
Transformed lives of the past – the heroes and heroines of faith – living examples to us of how to transform lives of individuals and society today. 
Importance of places like Engelsea Brook Chapel and Museum and people like Hugh Bourne, William Clowes and Sarah Kirkland as witnesses to the power of Methodist Heritage to tell the story and transform lives today as part of the contemporary mission of the Church. 

